Does calcium channel blocker improvement of perfusion impact the functioning of kidney graft in early period after transplantation?
The aim of the study was to evaluate the influence of reduced vascular resistance following calcium channel blocker verapamil administration on kidney function at 3 months after transplantation. A group of 48 kidneys received 100 microg verapamil by injection directly into renal artery before starting perfusion. The control group included 48 paired kidneys without verapamil addition. Calcium channel blocker therapy with verapamil greatly decreased renal vascular resistance but it did not affect graft function. Administration of calcium channel blockers improved kidney function in the early period after transplantation. A better-functioning graft seems to be based more on metabolic than hemodynamic effects.